Monday, January 20, 2003
Genesis 23:1 - 24:66

This reading shows us some of the customs of Abraham’s time. The conversation between Abraham and the sons of Heth was a typical bargaining session about the price of the land for Sarah’s burial. Ephron didn’t really want to “give” it to Abraham without cost. In fact, Ephron the Hittite may have been trying to save himself some tax money. According to Hittite law, Ephron might have been liable for paying property tax on the field as well as the cave if he had not managed to talk Abraham into the whole piece of land.

Another interesting fact about the Hittites is that for many years experts denied their existence, thinking that they were imaginary people created by the Scripture writers. Only a little over a hundred years ago archaeologists discovered evidence of their existence and now students in history classes everywhere learn about the Hittites.

Chapter 24 tells the story of the search for a wife for Isaac.  Abraham did not allow Isaac to accompany his servant on the journey, which may have been as far as 500 miles.  As you think through the entire story of Abraham and his covenant with God, why do you think that Isaac was not allowed to go back to the home of his father’s family?  


We also see more of the customs of the people in this chapter, specifically the visit between Abraham’s servant and Rebekah’s family as to the matter of the marriage agreement.  Laban will again influence Isaac’s life and you will want to come back and reread this chapter as you learn more about him and his character during the coming week.
